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Synopsis

In the next courtroom drama in the New York Times best-selling Karp-Ciampi series, Butch Karp
and Marlene Ciampi get tangled up in a web of misdirection and must unravel it in time to solve a
mass murder. When a tremendous blast rocks an old school building in East Harlem during a
meeting of the New York Charter Schools, killing six and wounding a dozen others, it’s initially
blamed on a natural gas explosion. However, as Butch Karp digs a little deeper, he discovers the
explosion was the work of a mysterious serial arsonist in the employ of the teacher’s union
president, who is angry at the unqualified successes of the charter school movement in New York
City and worried for the corrupt public school system. Also involved in the planning and cover-up is
a major law enforcement player and a political hack who panders to the union for financial support
and gets caught up in the homicidal scheme. At least that’s the conclusion Butch Karp is operating
under when he indicts the pair for murder. But is it a trap? Is there another motive behind the attack
that could derail the case? How will Karp discover it, and can he do so in time to bring justice to the
murdered and maimed? It all ends in the kind of dramatic courtroom showdown that New York
Times best-selling author Robert K. Tanenbaum is best at and that Booklist called "positively

balletic."
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Customer Reviews

| enjoyed this book for the most part and felt that it was well put together. Not the best in the series,

but certainly not the worst either. It was a lesson in redemption for at least one of the characters. All



in all, | enjoyed reading this new chapter in the Karp-Ciampi series. Good plot and enjoyed seeing

Butcher back in the courtroom.

Excellent read . Great story line. It was intergenerational.

Love the Butch Karp/Marlene Ciampi books....keep them coming!

| liked the book and its premise until it got to the part where Karp went to trial against the bad folks -
and we had some doozies! Once it got to the point where we knew who did what to whom, it felt like
the author said : "well | guess I'll need to wrap this up now." As a lawyer, | always enjoy the trials,

but this time it was flat. | expected more. Very disappointing.

| have read every book in this series. This one, while good, was not on par with the series as a

whole.lt is still a good book. | would still buy it and probably still feel a bit let down by it

Great read

In this episode in the long running Karp-Ciampi series (which | somehow missed) the plot keeps
driving, the dialogue is spot on (as always) and the ending is satisfying. The ongoing characters
develop both in the book and in the series. My only gripe is the absence of my favorite family

member, daughter Lucy, but this is a small price to pay for another great read.

The lessons on Judaism are very enlightening and should be something more of us know. Beyond
the legal aspects and the heart racing passages one always learns something of real value from

tannenbaum’s writing. | think I've read every book he has produced.
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